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At a recent convocation of the University of Cambridge, England, 
among other dignitaries upon whom honorary degrees were bestowed was 
Rev. Professor George Adam Smith, now principal of the University of 
Aberdeen, who received the degree of Litt.D. 

The Chair in Old Testament literature and Hebrew language formerly 
held by Professor Smith at the Free Church College, Glasgow, and recently 
left vacant by his removal to Aberdeen, has just been filled by the election 
of Professor John E. McFadyen, of Knox College, Toronto. The departure 
of Professor McFadven will be a serious loss to the furtherance of Old 
Testament scholarship in Canada. He has been effective in the propagation 
of historical Bible-study. 

On May 9 occurred the death of Dr. E. Kautzsch, professor of theology 
at the University of Halle. Dr. Kautzsch was known to Semitic scholars 
the world over as a first-class authority in his field, viz., Old Testament 
language and literature. His most conspicuous service was as editor of 
Gesenius' Hebr&ische Grammatik. This standard work he carried through 
from the twenty-second edition, which appeared in 1878, to the twenty- 
eighth edition, which appeared only last year. In addition to this, he 
was well known in Germany by his Heilige Schrift des Alien Testament, 
the third edition of which he had completed just prior to his death. His 
best-known English work, and one of the most important of all his produc- 
tions, is his article on the "Religion of Israel," in the Extra Volume of 
Hastings' Dictionary of the Bible. This is as masterly a survey of the 
development of Hebrew religion as has yet been made. Dr. Kautzsch was 
born in 1841. He obtained the degree of Doctor of Philosophy from the 
University of Leipzig; he became associate professor of theology at the 
University of Leipzig in 1871, full professor at the University of Basel in 
1872, was called to the University of Tubingen in 1880, and to the Uni- 
versity of Halle in 1888. 

On April 30, 1910, Emil Schiirer, Ordinary Professor of New Testament 
exegesis in the University at Gottingen, died, at the age of sixty-six years, 
lacking two days. He was born May 2, 1844, at Augsburg, and studied 
from 1862 to 1866 at Erlangen, Berlin, and Heidelberg. In 1868 he 
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received the degree of Ph.D. from the University of Leipzig, and in 1869 
took his Licentiate of Theology there. In the same year he was appointed 
a lecturer at Leipzig, becoming Extraordinary Professor in 1873. In 1878 
he became Ordinary Professor of New Testament exegesis at Giessen, 
whence he removed in 1890 to Kiel. In 1894 he went to Gottingen, as 
Ordinary Professor of New Testament exegesis. His most notable work 
is his N eutestamentliche Zeitgeschichte, which appeared in 1874; a third 
edition in 1898-1902, and a fourth edition in 1907-9 (except Vol. I) has 
been issued under the title, Geschichte des jildischen Volkes im Zeitalter 
Jesu Christi. It is widely known to English readers as A History of the 
Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ. Among his other works are 
Das messianische Selbstbewusstsein Jesu (1904) ; Die dlteste Christengemeinde 
im rbmischen Reiche (1894); Ueber den gegenwdrtigen Stand der johan- 
neischen Frage (1889), etc. In 1877 Professor Schiirer received the 
honorary doctorate of theology from Tubingen and in 1893 was made a 
corresponding member of the Prussian Academy of Sciences. In him New 
Testament scholarship has lost one of its leading figures. A fuller account 
of his life and work will appear in a later number of the Biblical World . 



